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A 'Hoppin' Good Time for Our Clients

Families living at the Crisis Center shelter enjoyed a fun-filled weekend of activities
coordinated by a group of volunteers from Palos Community Hospital. A wonderful feast was
prepared and included sandwiches, vegetables and dip, fresh fruit, snacks and plenty of
treats. Kids of all ages raced around the property in search of hidden eggs and everyone
enjoyed the beautiful weather.
Special thanks to the volunteers from Palos Community Hospital, a group that has
coordinated a variety of fun activities for our clients throughout the years.
If you are a member of a group that would be interested in volunteer opportunities or providing
a special meal for our clients, please contact CCSS Volunteer Coordinator Deonne Mendyk
at 331-431-9688 or e-mail dmendyk@crisisctr.org.

We continue to celebrate our 40th Anniversary throughout the
year and this month we feature long-time hotline volunteer
Marlene Long.
Marlene first connected with the Crisis Center after she replied
to a newspaper advertisement seeking volunteers. She
Long-time hotline
attended a meeting in a local church basement and several
volunteer Marlene Long
women provided an overview of the Crisis Center's services.
They highlighted the need for volunteers and Marlene felt that she could help. Her work began at the
farmhouse location on the campus of Moraine Valley Community College and she said staff and
volunteers worked closely with clients in a tight, sparse environment. One of Marlene's favorite
memories was the opening of the building that serves as our current location. She said, "The lightfilled, clean and cheery spaces, and warm reception offered by staff and volunteers, must have
given victims a sure sign that this shelter offered hope for a better future."
Marlene explained that she felt that the tremendous growth of the agency was visible not only with
physical expansions and improvements, but with the number of professional positions that have
been added to offer clients many more services. Marlene reflected on over three decades of
volunteering at the shelter by saying, "I've always been impressed by the sincere sense of caring
and compassion expressed by every member of the staff." She added, "I've seen it expressed in
the form of hugs and words of encouragement and I find it remarkable that each client, no matter the
background, ethnicity, or level of education, will find a sympathetic, caring professional to confide in
and begin the process of healing."
Marlene concluded, "As I look back on the history of the Crisis Center and the role it has played in
the area of domestic violence in our society, the faces of former clients and their children, staff and
volunteers whose dedication and caring has been the hallmark of the agency come to mind. I
consider it a privilege to have been a small part in the history of the Crisis Center."

Look for more memories throughout the year as we celebrate our 40th anniversary!

Sweating the Stress Away
Clients at our shelter recently enjoyed an
opportunity to 'sweat the stress away' with
guidance from fitness instructor and
motivational speaker Joseph Begley, Jr.
Begley's class was well attended and it was
launched through a partnership with Prairie
State College.

Have You Read Our
Latest Newsletter?
Learn more about our 40th anniversary,
recent renovations at our shelter, Crisis
Center news and other information by
reading our latest newsletter. Printed
copies were recently mailed to donors and
a digital version is available on our website
by clicking the link below:

CLICK HERE TO READ
LATEST CCSS NEWSLETTER

Support Our Emergency
Assistance Fund and
DOUBLE your IMPACT with
a Match from The Greer
Foundation
Spring is a time for new beginnings and you can
provide HOPE and a new beginning to a client in
need through our Emergency Assistance Fund. If
you donate before May 15th, your gift will be
DOUBLED with a match from the Greer Foundation!
Costly car repairs, prescriptions and the need for transportation can be inconvenient for
some, but they can be devastating for those who are already experiencing a crisis due to a
violent relationship. Our Emergency Assistance Fund provides a lifeline to those who are in
a crisis situation and have an immediate financial need. This fund is almost depleted, so this
year donations will have an immediate impact.
We would like to thank the Greer Foundation for providing a generous dollar for dollar match.

Your $50 gift turns into $100!
Your $250 gift turns into $500!
DOUBLE your IMPACT with a matching gift
from the Greer Foundation!

Click HERE to make your gift
today
Questions? Contact Lorri Nagle, Director of Development, at lnagle@crisisctr.org or
call 708-429-7255, Ex. 131.

April is National Volunteer Appreciation Month and we have been honoring our 200+
volunteers throughout the month with special meals, tasty treats and personal visits from our
staff to show our appreciation and gratitude. From large groups like Exelon that take on big
projects with a full day of activity, to long-time volunteers who work weekly 5-hour shifts at Neat
Repeats, all of our volunteers play a key role in the success of our organization.

Thank you to all of our volunteers and to Crisis Center Auxiliary members for donating time,
talent and treasure to help the Crisis Center for South Suburbia and victims of domestic
violence. If you would like to learn more about our volunteer opportunities contact Volunteer
Coordinator Deonne Mendyk at dmendyk@crisisctr.org or attend our upcoming Volunteer
Open House on Tuesday, May 14th at Neat Repeats - Orland Park from 3 to 5 p.m.

Sauk Village Police Dept.
Joins LEAV Program
Thanks to Chief Malcolm White and the Sauk Village
Police Department for becoming the nineteenth local
police department to join the Crisis Center LEAV
(Law Enforcement and Victim Outreach) Program.
LEAV is a partnership with police departments in the
Cook County 5th and 6th Municipal districts to
educate law enforcement officers on the dynamics of
domestic violence, Illinois Domestic Violence Act (IDVA), update officers on laws,
court proceedings and provide advocacy services to victims.
We welcome the Sauk Village Police Department to this partnership and we look
forward to working together to save lives !

Save the Date!
Kick-off to Summer
Sunday, June 9th
1 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Water's Edge Golf Course Worth, IL
Kick-off your summer with a fun-filled day of activities on
Sunday, June 9th! We'll have inflatables for the kids,
delicious food from the grill, a beer tent, Bloody Mary Bar,
Bean Bag tournament (with a cash prize), games, raffles
and more. Hillbilly Rockstars will keep you moving with great
live music from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.
A $20 advanced ticket includes a meal ticket and two drink tickets. The price at the door is
$10 (only entry included), Kids 4-10 yrs. old = $5 ticket, and Kids under 4 yrs. are free.

Click HERE to Purchase Advanced Tickets
If you would like to sponsor the event or for more information, contact Jess Brooks at
jbrooks@crisisctr.org or call 708-429-7255, Ex. 136.
Help us to spread the word by printing and sharing this PRINTABLE FLYER!

Do you love LuLaRoe?
Visit our Pop-up Boutique on Sunday, May 5th
at Neat Repeats - Orland Park.

All LuLaRoe $5 each!

If you are able to contribute to our 'wishes corner',
please contact Janice Barry at jbarry@crisisctr.org or
call 708-429-7255 x. 114
For your convenience, collection boxes are located at both Neat Repeat store locations. We
have some items listed below that we are currently in need of in our emergency shelter:
Wal-Mart, Uber, gas and grocery gift cards
Towel sets
Extra long twin sheets
Conditioner
Women's t-shirts, sizes M,L and XL
Women's socks & underwear sizes 5-10
Women's pajamas size S-3X
Women's robes
Women's pants - all sizes
African-American Hair products (relaxer, gel, oil sheen, oil moisturizer)

View a complete Wish List on our website by clicking HERE or view our Amazon Wish
List by clicking HERE and ship items directly to our shelter!
(Make sure to use Amazon Smile and select the Crisis Center
for South Suburbia as your preferred charity)

Join the Safety Circle
Supporters of the Crisis Center can now choose to
make their donation a monthly one by checking a
box on the donation page of our updated website.
Monthly giving is a selfless commitment to our
mission to support survivors of domestic abuse.

Do you shop at Amazon.com?

Start with Amazon Smile and choose the Crisis Center as a beneficiary!
STAY CONNECTED

