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The Crisis Center
could win $24K!
The Crisis Center for South Suburbia has
been chosen as one of 10 finalists to win
$24,000 from Baird & Warner's Goodwill
Network. All we need is YOUR VOTE! The
deadline is tomorrow! (8/31/19)
Simply click this
link https://vote.bairdwarner.com/ (or the
button below), click 'vote now' and select
Crisis Center for South Suburbia with your
e-mail address. You can vote one time per
day, per e-mail address through 8/31.

Will you take a few
seconds to help us win
$24K?

Back to School
It's time for the kids at our shelter to head back to school. The summer was full of
excitement and we provided a variety of activities and field trips through our summer camp.
The children currently living at our Emergency Shelter and in our Transitional Housing
program vary in age from just a few months old to teenagers, and we would like to thank
everyone who donated to our Back to School Drive. We were able to provide each child with
a new back pack full of supplies to start the year off on a positive note.

Special thanks to Prudential Advisors - Midwest Financial Group for hosting a school supply
drive that included back packs and plenty of supplies to pack them! Thanks are also due to
long-time supporters, The Foresters, who we featured in last month's e-news, and our
fantastic partners at the Tinley Park Public Library.

From left to right: Pam Kostecki - Crisis Center Executive Director, Sarah Tygart - Crisis Center
Director of Emergency Services, Jeanne Johnson with Prudential Advisors - Midwest Financial Group,
Jill Simmons with Prudential Advisors - Midwest Financial Group)

The Crisis Center understands the importance of a quality education. We are dedicated to
providing access to education for our clients and their children. Our staff is on site at local
schools throughout the year to teach teens and young adults about healthy relationships and
we are always seeking opportunities to educate the community about domestic violence.
This year we made our largest effort to educate the community on National Night Out
(Tuesday, August 6th). Our residential staff, court advocates, counselors and other
representatives from the Crisis Center were on site at eight community events! These
events included: National Night Out in Glenwood, Hazel Crest, Homewood, Oak Forest,
Palos Heights, Tinley Park and Worth on Tuesday August 6th and Park Forest Police
Department's Unity Day on Wednesday, August 7th.

We spoke to hundreds of community members and we shared information about our
programs and services. If you, or someone you know, is experiencing domestic violence,
help is available 24/7, 365 days a year at 708-429-SAFE (7233).

We continue to celebrate our 40th Anniversary throughout the year and
this month we feature Laura Parker, Grants Coodinator at the Crisis
Center for South Suburbia. Laura has been a crucial part of the
Laura Parker organization for fifteen years and she is retiring at the end of this month.
Grants Coordinator
She first learned about the Crisis Center by reading articles in the
newspaper following the highly-publicized murder of CCSS founder, Dianne Masters. She said she
remembers reading the accounts of Dianne's death and feeling that it was such an awful thing to
happen. She learned of the Grants Coordinator position from a former colleague and she was hired in
2004.
Laura has been nicknamed our 'magical grant-writing unicorn' and she is responsible for over $3
million of funding since the day she was hired. Laura says the most rewarding part about her job has
been seeing the impact of the organization in the lives of the clients that we serve, "It's incredibly
rewarding to learn about how clients find safety and hope, how they move on from the shelter to
employment and housing, how their kids learn that they are not responsible for abuse in the home. It's
inspiring to watch them work through their experience of domestic violence with the help of
counselors and begin to smile again, learn again that life can be fun, succeed in school, have better
relations with their mom and siblings - that is really important. I believe that makes a life-long
difference in kids' lives."
Laura's positive attitude, her attention to detail and her willingness to go the extra mile will be deeply
missed by everyone at the Crisis Center. Laura has been gracious enough to mentor her replacement
over the past few weeks and we are proud to announce Cathy Velasco as our new Grants
Coordinator. Cathy has over two decades of experience as a professional writer and she has a proven

track record of successful grant-writing in the non-profit sector. Cathy says she is excited about the
new opportunity and she looks forward to her new role.
Crisis Center employees, volunteers, donors and supporters recently attended a celebration in Laura's
honor. As Laura moves on to retirement, she reflected on her time at the Crisis Center and shared
these thoughts, "The Crisis Center for South Suburbia has an impressive past and a bright future. It is
too bad that we cannot work ourselves out of a job, but as I say in my proposals, 'The Crisis Center
for South Suburbia will continue until our work is no longer needed.' Under the leadership of Pam
Kostecki, our Executive Director, we have made a lot of important strides over the last three years,
and I see movement to expand our influence as a non-profit leader in the region. I wish all the best to
the board, staff, volunteers, and clients of the Crisis Center."
Thanks to Laura Parker for all that she has done for the Crisis Center and our clients. We will miss
you Laura!
Look for more memories throughout the year as we celebrate our 40th anniversary!

Laura Parker- our magical grant-writing
unicorn who retires at the end of August

Can you help us to provide meals?
We are seeking volunteer groups to prepare, serve or cater meals to residential clients living

at our emergency shelter. This is an opportunity to support the mission of the organization
and make a real difference in the lives of victims of domestic violence. Clients living at the
shelter receive a welcome break from cooking while volunteer groups enjoy the experience
and positive interaction with clients.

Meal preparation and serving can be done as a one-time opportunity or on a monthly basis.
Local restaurants and business owners can also get involved by donating or catering meals
to be served to the clients at the shelter. Catering orders and homemade meals are
prepared for approximately 35 people, as the Crisis Center shelter is almost always at or
near capacity.
If your church group, club or organization would be interested in participating in this program
and would like more details, please contact Deonne at dmendyk@crisisctr.org or 331-4319688.

The Aiello's helped the
Crisis Center by
providing catered
meals to approximately
35 clients living at our
Emergency Shelter.

Will you
be next?
Special thanks to Sam and Kari Aiello for providing catered
meals each month. Look at this delicious spread from
Chipotle! Our clients truly enjoy the variety of catered and
home-cooked meals. If you are interested in catering or

providing a home-cooked meal please contact Deonne
Mendyk at dmendyk_crisisctr.org or call 331-431-9688

Thanks to the Crisis Center Auxiliary for hosting their
11th Annual Walk Against Domestic Violence!
The event raised nearly $4,500 for the Crisis Center!
Watch for Auxiliary members and volunteers at local grocery stores throughout
September and October as they collect donations for 'Tag Days'.

A Helping Hand
Support from volunteer and community groups is crucial to our success and we would
like to recognize the following groups for donating funds, hosting drives for needed
items and helping us in a variety of ways. Your support is truly appreciated!

The Crisis Center for South Suburbia was presented with a grant for $10,000 from the
TJX Foundation at the recent grand opening of HomeGoods in Oak Lawn

Thank you to Jim Long, owner of Molly Maids
in Tinley Park, for hosting Erika Hernandez,
Director of Advocacy, at his staff meeting
yesterday. Erika spoke about the definition of
domestic violence and how to access
resources. Molly Maids is also conducting its
annual drive with customers asking them to
donate baby items and cleaning supplies
during October, which is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month. Need someone to talk with
your staff about domestic violence? Contact
Christine at 708-429-7255

Finally, special thanks to the Lavin Family
Foundation for several large donations over the
past month.The Crisis Center received pallets
full of wash clothes, hand towels, bath towels,
sheets, pillows and box fans. These items were
greatly needed and truly appreciated!

Thanks to all of the sponsors
and participants of the 2019
Dianne Masters Cup!
Special thanks to Farmers Insurance Candos Agency, Exelon, Tom and Becky
McCarty, First Midwest Bank, Midwest Sign
and Lighting, Smartlift, AGA Properties
Group and Streamline Survey, Inc.
Special thanks also the committee and to
Beth Mahar, Board Member and chair of the
golf outing for many years, for their tireless
efforts to make the event fun-filled and a
financial success.

This year the Dianne Masters Cup raised
over $46,000 for the Crisis Center! Thank you!

Check out our photo slide show on
Facebook by clicking this link.

Fall Preview Sale at Neat Repeats
50% off all clothing through Friday, August 30th

Nothing Bundt Cake - Orland Park
5th Birthday Celebration
20% of sales donated to the Crisis Center!

Thursday, September 12th
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
14360 South LaGrange Rd., Unit A
Orland Park, IL 60462

Save the Date
Saturday, February 29th, 2020
Crisis Center's Annual Gala
'An Evening in Paris'
Odyssey Country Club
Tinley Park, IL

Incredible live and silent auction items, live entertainment with the band
Midnight and an evening to remember!

If you are able to contribute to our 'wishes corner',
please contact Janice Barry at
jbarry@crisisctr.org or call 708-429-7255 x. 114
For your convenience, collection boxes are located at both Neat Repeats store locations.
We have some items listed below that we are currently in need of in our Emergency shelter:
Paper towels
Paper Plates
Paper napkins
Pot holders
Oven mitts
Bleach
Laundry pods
Boxes of plastic disposable gloves, sizes large and extra large

View a complete Wish List on our website by clicking HERE or view our Amazon Wish
List by clicking HERE and ship items directly to our shelter!
(Make sure to use Amazon Smile and select the Crisis Center
for South Suburbia as your preferred charity)

Join the Safety Circle
Supporters of the Crisis Center can choose to
make their donation a monthly one by checking a
box on the donation page of our website.
Monthly giving is a selfless commitment to our
mission to support survivors of domestic abuse.
We'd like to add one new Safety Circle donor each
month. Will it be you this month?

Back to School shopping?
Shop with Amazon Smile this summer and choose the Crisis Center as a beneficiary!
STAY CONNECTED

