Katherine's Amazon "Kindness Grant" and Drive
#SurvivorToTHRIVER

When Katherine contacted us to let us know that she had an opportunity through
her job at Amazon to submit a project idea to help a charity which tackles "right
now" needs, AND told us we would be the beneficiary of her efforts, we were
amazed.
You see, just over a year ago Katherine was a client in our Emergency Shelter. She
is a survivor determined to end the cycle of abuse she had been a prisoner of for
years. Her life has changed for the better in so many ways--she has a job that pays
her bills, is able to give her children a safe and stable home, and is looking forward
to going back to school to advance her career and move up to a leadership role.
Katherine wanted to give back to the place that helped her find a life free of
violence. She was awarded an Amazon "Kindness Grant" of $1,000 to purchase
items that were immediately needed for the Crisis Center Shelter. She set up a
display at work that explained different ways that domestic violence causes
damage, helped to raise awareness, and offered information and resources for
helping victims. Donations of food, toiletries, linens, and clothing also came in from
her co-workers.
We are so proud of Katherine and how far she has come since having the
courage to leave her abuser. She is now determined to be a voice for others, and
hopes that telling her story might help others take the first step to a better life.
"My life has completely changed and it's because of the help that I received at
the Crisis Center. Being able to be a part of helping others get out of these
situations and actually have a chance at a life means the absolute world to me. I

feel truly blessed." ~Katherine

Click here to help others like
Katherine

An Evening in Venice
Saturday, February 26, 2022
Immerse yourself in an exciting night reminiscent of the Venetian Carnival! Wear
your favorite mask or costume to blend in with the atmosphere of this celebratory
festival. Your evening will include themed dinner and drinks, entertainment,
client success stories, auctions and raffles, and more!
Gather with friends, family, and colleagues at this fundraiser to support the Crisis
Center for South Suburbia and lift up victims of domestic violence and their children.

Click link below to register to bid on auction and raffles,
purchase tickets, or become a Sponsor!

"An Evening in Venice" Gala
All proceeds benefit victims of domestic violence and provide emergency shelter,
housing, counseling, advocacy, education and a 24-hour hotline
Your safety matters to us! To remain respectful of all guests, venue staff, volunteers,
and Crisis Center staff, we will follow recommended applicable local and state
regulations and rules, as well as CDC guidelines, regarding COVID-19.
Proof of vaccination or negative COVID test within 24 hours of our event will be
necessary to attend. Masks will be required to enter venue. We encourage all
attendees to maintain appropriate social distancing while indoors.

Spotlight on our AMAZING Supporters
We have had so many Community Champions step up to help and
support our survivors this winter! We are so grateful to have amazing
people, clubs, and organizations in our community!
A parade of Molly Maid vehicles arrived
at the Crisis Center for South Suburbia
this winter in what has become an
annual tradition.
The Molly Maid family of employees
and customers participated in a
clothing and gift drive to benefit the
residents of the Crisis Center for South
Suburbia's emergency residential
shelter for victims of domestic violence.
Donations were collected beginning in
the month of October, Domestic
Violence Awareness Month.
Jim Long , owner of the Molly Maid
located in Tinley Park, has been a
dedicated supporter of the Crisis
Center through this annual drive and
through financial contributions from
the Miss Molly Foundation.
Thanks to Jim and all of the employees
and customers who contributed!

Chuck Arrington and his wife Carol
have been providing gift donations to
residents at the Crisis Center on
Christmas Eve for the past four years.
They bring new presents for each
person in the Shelter and sometimes
gifts for the staff as well.

LeiLani Barnes collected over 100 new
toys and games for the children of our
shelter this Christmas season through
"LeiLani’s Classroom Project". The photo
is of Leilani dropping off the items with
her mom and dad.

Young ladies and their moms from
Purses for a Purpose provided women in
our shelter with purses filled with basic
necessities in order to improve their
overall health and quality of life.

The Guardian Angels dropped off 13
bags filled with gifts and toiletries for
each bedroom of the shelter this
Christmas. They also brought dozens of
additional toys, games and coloring
books as well as a monetary donation.

Support Opportunities
Shelter Meal Sponsorships
Our Sponsor-a-Meal program for our
Emergency Shelter is vital and not only
helps alleviate the burden on our staff who
cook all meals, but also brings joy to residents living in our shelter. If you would like
to donate a prepared meal (for 35 clients), please contact Sarah at 708-429-7255
x123.
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