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Mission Moments

It's a girl!
Aarna had been living at the shelter for just over a month and was pregnant.
July 18th staff called an ambulance after her water broke and she delivered
a healthy baby girl. Both mom and baby are doing well. It is not an unusual
experience for pregnant shelter residents to deliver while they are living
with us. Thanks to our donors, we always have a supply of baby items for
moms when they return from the hospital, said Sarah Tygart, Director of
Victim Services. Staff helped Aarna settle back into her room when she
came back and made sure that she and baby, had everything they needed.

On the move
Sami was engaged in a unhealthy, emotionally, and verbally abusive
relationship for five years. During her stay at the shelter, she benefitted
from counseling services and worked with her case manager to access as
many resources as she could in order to ensure safety for her family. Staff
helped her find an apartment and the Crisis Center assisted her with a
$1,300 security deposit, as well as furniture, beds, cleaning supplies and
basic necessities. Thanks to our partners at Gifts for Hope, a local charitable
group who helps people overcome barriers in order to move toward selfsufficiency, we were able to provide a moving company to help Sami with
the move into her new apartment.

Welcome to our new Director of
Community Service, Keshia Ellis!
Keshia joins the Crisis Center with a wealth of
knowledge in housing, as well as a great deal of
experience working with the Continuum of Care
with the homeless population.

Keshia is an alumni of Western Illinois University, and received her M.P.A.
(Master of Public Administration) from Governors State University. She is
also currently a doctoral candidate in the non-profit leadership program at
Governors State. Keshia hopes to bring assistance and reassurance to the
housing department, and wants to help impact the lives of our clients. We
are so excited to have her on our staff!

Clinical services team hosts
Listening Sessions for staff
Megan McShane, Director of Clinical Services, hosted our first Listening
Session during the month of July for all Crisis Center staff. Supporting
domestic violence victims is never easy, and with all that is going on in the
world, it’s important to ensure that Crisis Center staff is well cared for.
Listening Sessions provide a safe space for employees to share their feelings
and opinions about events that are happening outside of the Crisis Center.
Discussions center around how these events effect staff, our clients, and
also, the world.

Staff go offsite for team building
This month's staff meeting was all about team building! Staff went offsite
for an afternoon of bowling and bonding with other team members. Staff

were recognized during this outing for incorporating FISH philosophy
principles: Be there, Play, Make their Day, and Choose Your Attitude. The
FISH philosophy focuses on workplace culture to improve teamwork,
retention, service, innovation, and more. Based on the smiles in these
photos, the afternoon was a big success!

Support our Mission
Crisis Center receives grant from
American Family Insurance
Dreams Foundation
The Crisis Center has been awarded a $30,000
grant over 3 years ($10,000 each year) from
American Family Insurance. This grant was made
possible largely in thanks to board member,
Doranita Tyler, and our longstanding partnership
with American Family Insurance. We are so
grateful for their commitment to our mission.

Women of steel host gift card fundraiser
THANK YOU to Marlynn and Sharon from the Women of Steel (United Steel
Workers District 7, Sub-1) who, along with fellow steel workers, collected
gift cards and cash totaling $2,225! These gift cards and cash donations will
help fund programs and client needs.
This fundraiser started with one collection bucket and turned out to be

HUGE! We are so grateful to the Women of Steel for their support!

Summer face lift!
The Crisis Center got a face lift this past month thanks to a grant we
received from the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic
Opportunity. The new shelter floor looks AMAZING and both clients and
staff are appreciative of the update!

CBS features Crisis Center on local newscast
The Crisis Center was recently awarded "Business of the Year" by the Tinley
Park Chamber and received news coverage from CBS in recognition of this
award, which aired July 27th. We thank the community for embracing the
Crisis Center and acknowledging that non-profit companies are businesses.
Click the image above or go here to view the video.

Survivor Support

Stuff the suitcase
Thank you so much to all the amazing donors who helped stuff the suitcase
for our client who is heading off to college next month! EVERYTHING on the
wish list was purchased and they will be WELL prepared for dorm life and
school!

Summer camp is in full swing at the shelter!
We are so excited to offer Summer Camp again to families at the shelter this
year! This is the FIRST year since the pandemic began that shelter staff has
been able to offer this program to families. Activities are planned each day
and have included:
Going to the movies
Zoo Trips
Story time at the library
Baking and decorating cupcakes

Theme Nights (movie on projector and smores)
Water activities/summer fun (bubbles, chalk, water balloons)
These small moments of joy play a big part in a family's healing process, and
these activities allow them to spend time together and bond.

Special Events

Have you registered FORE this year's
Dianne Masters Cup?!?
Have YOU registered for this year's Dianne Masters Cup Charity Golf
Outing? Be sure to visit the event website and register to golf, sponsor, or
donate to this event. Keep an eye out for this year's auction and raffles they will open next week!

Register, Sponsor, or Donate Today!

Invest in our Mission

THANK YOU to all the generous people who donated items from our
Amazon Wish List this past month to help us with so many immediate
needs! Our supporters are so incredible. We are humbled by your
generosity and pure hearts!
You can always check out our Amazon Wish List to help invest in our
mission.

Amazon Wish
List

Neat Repeats

DID YOU KNOW? Neat Repeats Resale Shops are online! Same great prices,
same great items in the comfort of your own home. Shop to support victims
of domestic violence whenever and wherever you'd like at
neatrepeatsonline.com.
There are plenty of great August deals coming up in our Orland Park and
Worth Neat Repeats stores this month! Don't miss out on storewide sales

and other exclusive offers. Sign up for our VIP Shopper program to receive
emails and notifications on all store sales!

Become a VIP shopper
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