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The recent tragedy in Oak Forest where four people lost their lives to
domestic violence is something most of us will never forget. It shattered
families and a quiet, friendly community.
Domestic violence can impact anyone. It’s all about exerting power and
control over another person, and it’s never OK. There is never just one
victim and the presence of a gun in a domestic violence situation increases
the risk of homicide by 500%.
The Crisis Center for South Suburbia is here to support victims of domestic
violence, including children and young adults. We work hard to help victims
secure Orders of Protection and provide free counseling and shelter, but as
a community we need to be vigilant and watch for signs of domestic
violence. We need to be there when someone is in trouble before another
life is lost or traumatized.
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month and while many efforts and
activities are scheduled for the month, the reality is that every day should be
a day where neighbors and families are looking out for one another,
especially in light of the growing numbers of domestic violence concerns.
Make sure you are following us on social media because throughout
October we will be posting 31 facts about domestic violence - some that will

definitely surprise you. If you wish to share information with others about
domestic violence, our #31 facts flyer is available for you to print. You can
also easily bring awareness to the prevalence of domestic violence to your
neighborhood and possibly be a lifeline to someone who needs help by
printing this sign and placing it in a window of your home.

Take the Purple Posse Challenge
We challenge YOU to wear your favorite purple
shirt and voice YOUR support for victims of
domestic violence! It's as easy as 1-2-3...
1. Take a selfie, or have someone take a photo of
you wearing a purple shirt and holding up a sign
that says, "I wear purple because..."
2. Post your photo on social media, tag the Crisis
Center for South Suburbia, and use the hashtag
#purplepossechallenge
3. Challenge your family, friends, co-workers,
neighbors, even local celebrities by tagging them
in your post!
We will use these photos in a video that will be
posted on social media promoting awareness
for victims of domestic violence. Spread purple
across social media and voice your support for
victims of domestic violence! You can use this
sign template for your post if you wish!

Donate NOW

An ENORMOUS thank you to Corporate Champion, BMO Harris Bank
for matching donations up to $15,000 in October!
We are so grateful for your support!

Finding safety
One of our medical advocates at a local hospital met Jessica in the
emergency room after she sustained injuries while fleeing her abuser. Her
injuries were severe and required medical attention.
Following her hospital stay, Jessica became a resident at our Emergency
Residential Shelter. After working through our program, she is now living in
her own apartment. Before leaving the shelter, she reached out to the
medical advocate to thank her and all the Crisis Center staff for helping her
have a safe and positive place to stay, and for helping her realize the cycle of
abuse she had endured.
Want to help us provide resources to survivors like Jessica?

Donate

Volunteer Spotlight

Jeannie
Jeannie Sherman is a passionate, long-time volunteer at Neat Repeats in
Worth. She is an unassuming leader, with strength and purpose, who
believes in our mission, sees her fellow volunteers as family and believes
strongly that our purpose on earth is to help one another.
"People shop at Neat Repeats, they spread the word, then they involve
others who come and then donate…it is a cycle of awareness,” Jeannie said.
Jeannie is very aware that by shopping at Neat Repeats, and by
volunteering, people are helping to provide counseling, housing, education
and prevention programs not only for adults who have been victimized by
domestic violence, but for their children too.
“I would say about half of our shoppers know and understand the purpose
of the store,” said Jennie. “The other half are given the opportunity to learn
about it and are usually surprised and strongly impacted by the
information.”
There is no doubt that Jeannie loves Neat Repeats. This is the family she
knows and loves, and the cause she believes so strongly in.

We could not do what we do without the help of over 300 volunteers who
work on the emergency hotline, at our Neat Repeats resale shops, on
fundraising events, and at the Crisis Center. Volunteer with us and know
that you've impacted a survivor of domestic violence.

Interested in volunteering? Contact our Volunteer Coordinator,
Michelle at volunteer@crisisctr.org.

Neat Repeats

Neat Repeats stores have extended their store hours on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday to accommodate customers and donors!

Become a VIP shopper
Don't forget to shop Neat Repeats Online where all
Neat Repeats items are 50% off 24/7!

Shop Neat Repeats Online

Special Events

Save the date for our annual gala
An Evening in England: A Royal Ball

Don your royal best at Odyssey Country Club for dinner, entertainment,
auctions, and more. Tickets and sponsorship opportunities will be available
very soon at RoyalBall.givesmart.com or contact Lisa Molloy at
lmolloy@crisisctr.org.

Invest in our Mission

Thank you so much to Community Champion, Union Bar and Grill in Tinley
Park for donating the proceeds from the raffle and split the pot to the Crisis
Center from its first annual golf outing! Missy, pictured above, shared with
us that they chose the Crisis Center because while they stopped in for lunch,
a few of our clients were brave enough to share their stories with staff. We
are so very grateful for this donation!
If you are part of a local business and want to show your support for the
Crisis Center during October, please print this 11 x 17 sign to display in the
front entrance of your business.

Thank you to Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Mokena
We are so appreciative of Community Champion, Emmanuel Lutheran
Church for donating a meal to our Emergency Residential Shelter clients this
month. A donated meal is always a great way to support the Crisis Center!
If you are interested in donating a meal to our shelter, please contact Sarah
Tygart, Director of Victim Services, at sberger@crisisctr.org.

Interested in holding a Facebook fundraiser or
hosting a Giving Jar party in October to collect gift
cards and cash donations to benefit our clients?
Contact Lisa Molloy at (708) 429-7255, ext. 142 or lmolloy@crisisctr.org to
schedule your party today. If you need assistance setting up a Facebook
fundraiser, please reach out to Beth Kazmierczak at (708) 429-7255, ext. 144
or bkazmierczak@crisisctr.org.

The Crisis Center is looking to partner with businesses and/or corporations
that want to support our work and commit to donating $500 each, with an
overall goal of $10,000. Through our Corporate Champion Challenge, the
Crisis Center will highlight our corporate champions on social media and
other communication platforms, as socially responsible corporate citizens
who take an active role in making a difference in their community.
Interested in becoming a Corporate Champion? Contact Lisa Molloy, Special
Events and Engagement Manager, at lmolloy@crisisctr.org or
(708) 429-7255 ext. 142.

THANK YOU to all the generous people who donated items from our
Amazon Wish List this past month to help us with so many immediate
needs! Our supporters are so incredible. We are humbled by your
generosity and pure hearts!
You can always check out our Amazon Wish List to help invest in our
mission.

Amazon Wish
List
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